
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

National Ag Day Announces 2026 Video Essay Contest, Theme: American 
Agriculture: Imagining the next 250 years 

Leawood, KS – 10/23/2025 – The Agriculture Council of America (ACA) has announced the 
National Ag Day Video Essay Contest theme, with the winning video announced at National Ag 
Day activities on March 24, 2026. 

The theme for this year is American Agriculture: Imagining the next 250 years. 

As American agriculture approaches its 250th birthday in 2026, agriculture has never been more 
important. A fundamental industry since our country was born, American farmers continue to 
provide food, feed, fuel and fiber for our nation and the world. What will American agriculture 
look like 250 years from now? What changes will have occurred? What innovations will be in 
place? How will family and community be involved in agriculture in the decades to come? What 
strengths will remain and be created to help American ag succeed in the future? 

"The video essay contest gives students an opportunity to explore their creativity and vision as 
they imagine the future of American agriculture over the next 250 years," said Jenny Pickett, 
ACA President. "We encourage students to consider the big picture, innovation, and their 
personal connection to agriculture as they craft their messages." 

Students are invited to explore American agriculture in the future. Students can consider the 
following angles as they craft their message: 

 Big Picture: Imagine the world in the future. What role will American agriculture play in 
250 years so that our country will thrive? How must it evolve over the decades to meet 
the challenges and fulfill the needs of the future? 

 Innovation: How will science, technology, and innovation support and change American 
agriculture in the years ahead? What gaps must be filled and how will agriculture 
address those gaps? 

 Personal Connection: What role will agriculture play in community, family, or state in 
the future?  

 



Participants are encouraged to explore the future of agriculture and present their thoughts, 
ideas, and concerns in a concise and engaging manner. 

The 2026 contest is video only, and the winner will receive $1,000. The contest is open to high 
school students (Grades 9 through 12). Contestants must be U.S. citizens and attend school in 
the U.S. The deadline for submission is Midnight, February 7, 2026. 

The complete list of rules and regulations, including entry forms, for this contest may be found 
online: https://www.agday.org/essay-contest 

National Ag Day’s objective is to celebrate agriculture and to help consumers better understand 
how farmers and the companies serving them produce abundant, healthy, nutritious, and safe 
food while caring and tending for the land; leading the way in preservation and innovation for the 
health of our planet....and our families. 

National Ag Day is organized by the Agriculture Council of America, a nonprofit organization 
composed of leaders in the agricultural, food and fiber community. ACA is dedicated to 
increasing public awareness of agriculture's role in modern society. 

For more information on National Ag Day, visit www.agday.org. 
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